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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
ARMY CONTRACTS: WAR OFFICE. 

Sealed tenders for the supply of milk, eggs, butter, fowls, 
ations vegetables, fish, liquors, and groceries, for 
li military hospitals and prisons at stations not 
on Puppies. otherwise provided for, during three years from 

Ist July, 1902, will be received until 12 o’clock noon, on Monday, 
the 2nd day of June, 1902, by the General Officers Commanding 
the undermentioned Districts, viz. :—Scottish District, Edinburgh : 
North Eastern District, York: North Western District, Chester : 
Western District, Devonport: Southern District, Portsmouth: 
South Eastern District, Dover: Eastern District, Colchester : Thames 
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District, Chatham : Woolwich District, Woolwich : Home District, 
23, Carlton House Terrace, S.W.: Aldershot District, Aldershot : 
Guernsey and Alderney District, Guernsey: Jersey District, 
Jersey ; Belfast District, Belfast: Dublin District, Dublin: Cork 
District, Cork: Curragh District, Curragh Camp. Forms of 
tender and conditions of contracts may be obtained on application 
at the above-named District Headquarter Offices, by letter 
addressed to the Assistant Adjutant-General, or in person between 
the hours of 10 and 4 o'clock. The tenders must be properly 
filled up, signed, and dated ; and no tenders will be noticed unless 
delivered in time, upon the proper form, at the above-named 
District Offices, under sealed envelope, marked “Tender” on the 
outside. 


CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 

- . trade received at the Canadian Government 

Offices, Victoria Street, 8.W., where further 
* information may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries——A correspondent at Liverpool wishes to obtain 
one or two agencies for Canadian firms who are exporters of goods 
in the wholesale grocery and confectionery trades, and require the 
services of a broker. 

A Bradford house exporting raw wool, tops, noils, waste, yarns, 


cotton and worsted yarns, ask to be referred to a good commission 
agent in Canada who could bring such goods before the principal 


users in the Dominion. 

Canadian Enquiries.— Enquiry has been received from a Montreal 
agent who is prepared to represent English firms in hardware, 
metals, and railway supplies. 

A Canadian manufacturer of excelsior, such as is used for 
upholstery purposes, asks to be furnished with the addresses of 
purchasers of this commodity in Great Britain. 

A correspondent in Montreal desires to hear from persons in 
England who are prepared to import packing cases, in a knock- 
down condition, of spruce and pine. 

The names of dealers in mouldings, dowels and wood turnings 


of all kinds are required by a Canadian firm manufacturing such 


S. 

Colonial Enquiry.—A South African firm having branches at 
Port Elizabeth and East London, as well as an English house, 
desire to get into touch with a reliable commission agent in Canada 
who could purchase goods on their account for shipment to the 
Cape, and act generally as correspondents. 

Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
Victoria Street, S.W. 
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The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 
Curator of which Section further particulars 
may be obtained :— 

Canadian Enquiries—-A commission merchant residing at 
St. John, New Brunswick, wko possesses large warehouse accom- 
modation, asks to be placed in communication with wholesale 
wine and spirit merchants, and also with manufacturers of builders’ 
materials such as fire-clay goods, fire bricks, cement, &c. 

A Canadian manufacturer of ‘ Excelsior” for upholstering 
purposes wishes to hear from United Kingdom importers of the 
material, 

A Toronto manufacturer’s agent claiming a good connection in 
Eastern Canada, and able to furnish United Kingdom reference, is 
prepared to represent a few manufacturers and shippers. 


Enquiries relating 
to Canadian Trade. 


Note——For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Curator of the Canadian Section 
of the Imperial Institute, S.W. 


EGYPT. 


With reference to the a on p. 290 of the ‘ Board of Trade 
Journal” for 15th inst. respecting the call for 

oo tenders for the supply of paper and envelopes 
and Anvelopes. for the use of the Egyptian Government 
Departments during the years 1903, 1904, and 1905, the Board of 
Trade have now received through the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Consul at Cairo copies of the specification together with samples, 
which may be seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence 


Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 8.W., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


RUSSIA. 


The British Vice-Consul at Baku reports that air compressors are 
Pa proving an economical and efficient means of 
ns ‘i raising oil under certain conditions. Those so 
a me far in use are all of American manufacture, and 
the Vice-Consul laments that all the orders 

for this class of machinery, for which there is a growing demand, 
should go to the United States. The same remark applies to 


pumping plant, which still successfully competes with the British- 
made article. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,782.) 


a2 
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SPAIN. 


H.M. Consul at Cadiz, in his — report, states that as the 
. amount required to ca out a thorough 
——— averse of the port is far in excess of the 
; credit voted by the Government the only 
scheme that is likely to be undertaken for the present is the 
lengthening of the San Felipe breakwater, the dredging round the 
present quay, so as to allow vessels of 1,500 or 2,000 tons to come 
alongside, and the erection of electric or steam cranes to facilitate 
loading and discharging operations. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,780.) 


A despatch has been received, through the Foreign Office, at the 

— Board of Trade from H.M. Consul at Corunna, 
ae fi tal reporting that certain mining properties in the 
Ofer mg > Vivero district are to be offered for rental at 
public auction, in Bilbao, on Ist July next. 
The Consul was informed that the properties are very valuable 
and that there is likely to be a keen competition to rent them, as 
some powerful American, German, and Spanish syndicates will 
compete. 

Further particulars and conditions of tender (in Spanish) may 
be seen on application to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, S.W., on any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 16th inst. contains a notice calling 
Contract for for tenders, to be presented up to 5 p.m. on 
‘oh th : 16th prox., and which will be opened at 1 p.m. 
Me ridge. on 2ist prox. in the Directorate General of 
Public Works, Madrid, for the work of a metal bridge over the 
gorge “La Clamor de Selgua,” on the high road from Selgua 
station to las Carboneras, Province of Huesca, at the upset price of 
43,720°96 pesetas, or about 1,265/. 8s. A provisional deposit of 
25,000 pesetas, or about 72I., is required to qualify any tender. 


SPAIN—CANARY ISLANDS. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 15th inst. contains a notice calling for 
Contract fi tenders, which will be opened at noon on the 
waa ; ‘ag 30th prox. in the Ministerio de la Gobernacion, 

Ti, “Madrid, and in the Office of the Gobernacion 

Civil of the Canary Islands, for the work of repairs at the Lazaretto 

of Gando, Canary Islands, and the construction of a wharf and road 

for the same, at the upset price of 91,361°85 pesetas, or about 

2,644. 6s. 


The “ Gacetas” containing the above notices may be seen on 
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application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


PORTUGAL. 


The “Diario do Governo” of 13th inst. contains a notice calling 
for tenders, which will be opened at 1 p.m. on 
Contract for Iron. 28th inst. in the Directorate of the Railways of 
the Minho and Douro, in Campanha, for the 
supply of about 20 metric tons iron plates, about 23} tons bar and 
rod iron and 1# tons iron for carriage fittings. 

The conditions of the competition and the table of requirements 
may be seen in the Offices of the General Stores in Campanha, and 
at the Secretariates of the Railways of the Minho and Douro and 
of the South and South-West Railways. A provisional deposit of 
70 milreis, or about 145J. 5s., is required to qualify any tender ; 
this implies that the contract is worth about 2,800 milreis, or 
about 5,810/. 

The “Diario” containing the above notice may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. ; 


PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA. 


The United States Consul at Lourengo Marquez reports that, in a 
recent conversation with Senhor Albers, head 


per aang of the Harbour Commission, he was informed 
* tances for that it is intended to make that port a great 
eaetan coaling station. ‘There will be a demand 


; probably, for coal-handling appliances, such as 
trestles, cranes, and machinery for delivering coal from freight cars 
(3 ft. 6 in. gauge) into the holds and bunkers of vessels. 


BRAZIL. 


The United States Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro referring to 
the demand in Brazil for glassware, states that 

Glassware. a complaint is said to have been registered 
‘against this class of wares, from the United 

States, in regard to the packing. It is important that great care 
should be exercised in this matter, as all cargoes in the harbour of 
Rio de Janeiro have to be discharged by means of lighters, and 
there is apt to be considerable loss from breakage while it is being 
handled. The Consul-General also suggests the distribution of 
catalogues of glassware and china among the merchants of Per- 
nambuco, Paré, and Bahia, in addition to those of Rio de Janeiro. 


| 
| 
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ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


The “Buenos Ayres Herald” states that the contract for the 
en extension of the Central Northern Railway of 
Buil ding the Argentine Republic to the. Bolivian frontier 

F will be let to private contractors by the 

Government, that being a line owned by the State. Full particu- 

-_ may be obtained of the Ministry of Public Works, Buenos 

yres, 


BOLIVIA. 


According to the “ Bulletin” of the Bureau of American Republics 
bp for April, the French Chargé d’Affaires at La 

_ «ey Paz says that the market for the following 
drugs and preparations is very good in Bolivia: 

Peppermint liqueur, kola, neurosine, sulphate 
of quinine, cocaine, cascara, medicinal creosote, antidiphtheric 
serum, &c. Most of the preparations now used are of French origin, 


Preparations. 


CHINA. 


The Acting British Consul at Samshui, in his recent report, says 
that imports of flour into that district are 


— me entirely American. Improved means of com- 
c oa x a munication and the general development of the 
ph — country, which may now be looked forward to 


with some confidence, will open up a consider- 
able market for this commodity in which there will be plenty 
of room for Canada and Australia to compete. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,779.) 


For other openings in the Samshui District see a further extract 
ee from this Report on page 344. 


With reference to the notice on p. 392 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for 27th February last, respecting the 


Senter a! » proposed construction of tramways in Shanghai, 

9 ering *0r the Board of Trade have received, through the 
c wenmend . Foreign Office, copy of a despatch from H.M. 
“Shanghai m Commercial Attaché at Shanghai reporting that, 


at a meeting of the ratepayers held on the 1st 
April last, the action of the Council, in extend- 
ing to 30th June the limit of time by which 
tenders must be sent in, was approved. 


Approved; Pro- 
posed Motor-car 
Omnibus Service. 


At the same time a proposal to supply a service of motor-car 
omnibuses, in lieu of tramways, was laid before the meeting. The 
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ratepayers, while not very favourably disposed towards motor-cars 
in general, decided that the Municipal Council, should, in addition 
to the tenders for tramways, take into due consideration any tenders 
for a motor-car service which might be submitted. [See also 
«Board of Trade Journal” for 17th April last, p. 106.] 


ANALYSIS OF BEVERAGES AND FOODSTUFFS 
IN BRAZIL, 


With reference to the notices which appeared at p. 452 of the issue 
of the “Journal” for the 6th March last, and at p.76 of the issue for the 
10th ultimo, on the subject of the treatment in Brazil of articles of 
food and drink alleged to contain deleterious substances, the Board 
of Trade are now prepared to consider any applications which may 
be made to them, by consignors of goods which have been con- 
demned by the Analytical Department at Rio de Janeiro, for 
samples of such goods to be re-analysed at the consignor’s expense 
by competent chemists, on the goods being returned to the United 
Kingdom. For this purpose the consignees of the goods in 

uestion should be requested to lodge samples with His Majesty’s 

onsul-General, with a view to their being transmitted home under 
seal through the Foreign Office to the Board of Trade for the 
purpose of analysis. 
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Samshui—In the recently published report on the trade of 
Samshui for the year 1901 (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,779), 
the Acting British Consul at that port writes as follows :— 

‘Some circulars and enquiries as to openings for trade havin 
been addressed to me, it may save enquirers’ time and trouble if f 
state here that little, if any, assistance can be given by this Con- 
sulate. There is no business done locally, the port being merely 
a place of transhipment. There is no resident foreign merchant, 
and only a few native brokers to pass the goods through the 
Customs. The cargo as a rule is not even landed, being usually 
transhipped from steamer to junk, and vice versa, and forwarded 
to destination. The advent of the Canton-Hankow Railway, the 
construction of which will, it is reported, be shortly commenced 
may, however, be expected to introduce a material change in the 
conditions now obtaining, and give an impetus to trade which 
cannot but add to the importance of the port. 

“The almost entire absence of social intercourse between 
foreigners and natives, combined with the suspicious and often 
unfriendly attitude assumed towards enquirers, especially if they 
happen to be officials, render it very difficult to obtain informa- 
tion, and almost impossible to acquire the intimate knowledge of 
the commercial affairs of the country and the wants and tastes of 
the people which is necessary to enable one to offer useful and 
practical suggestions for the extension of trade. Cursory obser- 
vations, however, seem to show that there is a wide demand for 
many kinds of misceilaneous articles. Cheap soap, perfumes, 
needles, brushes, bottles, cotton thread, window glass, and con- 
densed milk are frequently seen in large towns, and appear to find 
a ready sale. The people are fond of doctoring themselves, 
and dealers in many kinds of patent medicines would probably 
find the Chinese excellent customers. The native farmers 
are fully alive to the necessity of renewing the productive 
powers of the soil, and an immense quantity of bean cake 
and other things is consumed for fertilising purposes. It is 
therefore not unlikely that a market might be found for 
cheap artificial manures. The increasing use of foreign nails has 
already been adverted to, and from this it is not unreasonable to 
infer that ploughshares, the iron parts of spades, rakes, axes, 
hammers, and tools of all kinds of native pattern might also meet 
with a demand. The study of foreign languages, which seems 
likely to be undertaken on a large scale, must also create a demand 
for foreign paper, ink, pens, note books, and such like things. I 
feel convinced, in spite of the opposite opinion entertained by 
many, that much might be done in opening up new branches of 
trade by men possessed of the necessary knowledge and qualifica- 
tions who would deal direct with the Chinese, using at the same 
time native agents whose work they could personally direct and 
control. The requisite training would no doubt involve con- 
siderable expense, but in the end I am sure there would be an 
ample return.” 


d 

q 
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THE FOREIGN TRADE AND SHIPPING OF CHINA 
IN 1901. 


The following article on the foreign trade of China in 1901 is 
based on the “Report on the Trade of China, and abstract of 
Statistics” for 1901, recently published by order of the Inspector 
General of the Chinese Imperial Customs :— 

[Notre.—The average value of the Haikwan Tael is stated 
to have been 3s. 1}d. in 1900, and 2s. 114d. in 1901. 
Picul = 1334 lbs. avoirdupois or 3 piculs = 400 Ibs. ] 


I.— General. 


The anticipation that, when peace was restored trade would 
rapidly recover from the depression caused by the events of 1900, 
has been verified even sooner than was to be expected. For a 
great portion of 1901, conditions were not at ali favourable to 
recovery, and during the spring native merchants were still shy of 
shipping goods to the North. Towards the end of May, some 
increase of confidence became apparent, but the import trade was 
checked by a sudden collapse of exchange in July, while disastrous 
floods in the valley of the Yangtze and the disturbed state of 
Manchuria impeded exports. In spite, however, of adverse 
circumstances, the year was a good one for foreign trade, especially 
as regards imports, and the total estimated value of imports and 
exports was 437,959,675 H. taels higher than any other year 
except 1899. The Northern ports showed a satisfactory recovery, 
although Tientsin did not altogether regain its former position. 
The future depends very much on an increase in the export trade 
and on the course of exchange. 


II.—Imports. 

The value of the net imports* was estimated at 268,302,918 
H. taels, an increase of 57,232,496 H. taels on the total of the previous 
year, more than 3,000,000 in excess of 1899 which exceeded every 
other year, and rather more than double the figures for 1891. 

The importation of opium amounted to 49,466 piculs, an increase 
of 265 piculs only as compared with the quantity in 1900. The 
last ten years have seen a serious falling-off in importations, which 
amounted to 77,227 piculs in 1891. It was expected that prices 
would be lower during 1901 on account of increased monthly sales 
in India and because rather heavy stocks were carried over from the 
previous year; but the prices were kept up by speculators in 
Calcutta and by a fall in the rupee exchange. Moreover, the crop 
of native opium was a good one, and all these causes combined to 
check the consumption of the foreign drug. There seems no 
doubt that the cultivation of native opium is spreading throughout 
the Empire, and the future prospects for the imported article are 
not encouraging. 


* Exclusive of goods carried coastwise. For total value of imports, see p. 349. 
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The value of cotton goods of all kinds imported was estimated at 
99,651,999 H. taels, about 24,000,000 higher than in the previous 
year. American heavy goods continue to find favour, drills from that 
country having now reached 1,649,626 pieces, or more than double 
the importation of 1900, while sheetings rose to 2,840,518 pieces. 
Japanese goods, too, show progress, Japanese shirtings having 
risen from 1,256 to 14,029 pieces, and a common quality of 
T-cloths from 105,071 to 298,608 pieces. Grey and white shirtings 
were about the same, amongst them being included a growing 
importation of American goods. Dyed goods showed an advance. 
Jeans of all kinds fell off, as this class of goods goes chiefly to the 
north, where the conditions were not yet normal. English sheetings 
fell from 605,199 to 397,443 pieces, and this fall is likely to continue 
in the future, as they cannot compete in price with American goods 
of the same make. Indian sheetings fell from 43,223 to 2,620 pieces, 
and Japanese from 26,774 to 13,006 pieces. Chintzes, &c., were 
imported in smaller quantities, owing to large stocks held over, 


and the demand for Turkey reds was exceedingly depressed, because 


of their principal customers in Tientsin and Newchwang refraining 
from purchasing till affairs are more settled. Cotton lastings 
improved, and this is a growing trade, as the Chinese prefer them 
to the more expensive woollen goods of similar appearance. The 
same remark applies to cotton flannel, which comes chiefly from 
America and Japan. Owing to the fall in exchange and to the 
dearness of cotton in America and Europe, there was a marked 
demand during the year for cheaper qualities of cotton goods, 


which was rather a reversal of the tendency of late years. English 


cotton yarn rose from 30,916 to 52,556 piculs; Indian, from 
985,989 to 1,716,983 piculs; Japanese, from 471,531 to 498,116 
piculs ; and Hong-Kong sent 5,208 piculs,—from which it will be 
seen that the local mills have had no influence on the importations. 

The estimated value of the woollen goods imported was 
4,727,371 H. taels, which was the highest since 1897. This result 
is rather unexpected, as cotton imitations are largely taking the 
place of woollens; and this is especially the case with Italians, 
which nevertheless rose from 46,642 to 82,489 pieces. Spanish 
stripes, too, rose from 21,814 to 46,158 pieces. Blankets, on the 
other hand, fell from 40,574 to 28,175 pairs. 

The estimated value of the metals imported was 10,428,662 H. taels, 
which was an improvement of rather more than a million over the 
figures of the previous year, but there were no special features in 
the trade. 

Among sundries, 254,855 piculs of raw cotton were imported, 
owing to ashort crop in China and high price of the native article. 
Cigars and cigarettes more than doubled, and the cigarette is gradually 
taking the place of the water-pipe.. The importation of coal has 
risen to 1,152,959 tons. American kerosene oil was 6,000,000 galls. 


ata 
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in excess of the largest previous importation in 1894; Russian 
about kept its place; Sumatra is rapidly gaining ground, while oil 
from Borneo and Japan appears in the returns for the first time. 
Soap continues to grow in favour. All kinds of sugar showed 
improvement, and the steady increase in the importation of indigo 
is noteworthy. 


III.—Exports. 
_ The value of exports was estimated at 169,656,757 H. taels, an 
improvement of 10,660,005 H. taels on the total for 1900, and 
better than in any previous year except 1899. The progress of 
the export trade during the coming year will be watched with keen 
attention, as upon it depends the country’s solvency. Tobacco of 
excellent quality is produced in China, and at one time it looked 
as though this was a promising trade, 371,137 piculs having been 
exported in 1898; but fraudulent packing has spoiled these 
prospects, and the export has fallen off, although the export of 


158,383 piculs in 1901 was an improvement on the figures for the 


previous year. The export of bristles does not advance as it 
should, owing to the same cause, though the supply is abundant, 
and the quality good. The export of sesamum seed shows an 
increase, but this trade is dependent on the crop in India. The 
export of feathers was the smallest since 1895, and the Chinese are 
doing their best to kill this trade by mixing, and by loading with 
dirt. There was a large demand for hides, but the supply was only 
about 600 piculs more than in the year before ; this is said to have 
been due to a prosperous season in Honan, whence the best hides 


come, as the people do not kill their cattle under such circumstances, 
since in China they are bred only for agriculture. Nutgalls fell 
from 47,309 to 35,383 piculs, and this is a trade in which 
adulteration is rife. The export of various oils was the highest 
recorded, amounting to 343,434 piculs. The demand for wood oil 
is increasing, and this is a promising trade. Rhubarb has fallen 
off to 5,501 piculs, and complaints are made about the carelessness 
of the natives in preparing the root. The export of straw braid 
was 94,075 piculs, the best year since 1897; but it is said that the 
American market prefers the Japanese article, as more regular in 
make and quality. 

There was again a falling-off in the export of black tea, which 
only amounted to 665,499 piculs, the lowest on record. The crop 
was short, owing to heavy rains in April, but the quality was fairly 
up to the average. Green tea fell to 189,430 piculs, the supply 
having been shorter than for many years, and the quality was, on 
the whole, rather below the average. Russia is taking more Indian 
and Ceylon tea each year, and Foochow teas have now lost the 
markets in Canada and Australia. The exportduty and Likin raised 
the cost of low grade teas sometimes as much as 40 per cent., and 
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while this continues there is no hope of checking a continuous 
decline in the trade. There was a further decrease in the export 
of black brick tea to 244,565 piculs—half what it was five years 
ago; but it is explained that Siberia is overstocked, and the new 
regulation that the heavy import duty must be paid immediately on 
arrival has checked importations until existing stocks are exhausted. 
Green brick tea rose from 31,334 to 48,957 piculs. 

The trade in silk during the year was satisfactory. The worms 
were favoured with fine weather and an abundant supply of 
mulberry leaves, the crop was a good one, and the cocoons were of 
fine quality. The export of raw white silk was 45,090 piculs, an 
increase of 13,294 piculs as compared with the shipments in 1900, 
although the demand for native consumption stiffened prices 
locally, and business was at a standstill between August and 
November. The export of yellow silk, principally for India, was 
13,669 piculs, which was above the average. Wild silk also 
exceeded the average, and 20,499 piculs were exported, in spite of 
a short supply from Manchuria, where prices were too high to 
tempt buyers. Steam filatures did well, owing to a brisk demand 
from France and America, and good profits were made ; the export 
of 49,938 piculs was the highest yet recorded. 


IV.—Foreign Trade by Ports. 


The following table shows the value for each Treaty port, of the 
net foreign imports (i.¢., the value of the foreign goods imported, 
whether direct from foreign countries, or from other Treaty ports, 
less the value of the foreign goods re-exported during the year), 
and of the exports of native produce from each 'l'reaty port in the 
years 1900 and 1901 :— 
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1900. 1901. 
Treaty Ports. 
Net Foreign Ex _ of Net Foreign Ex lg 
Imports. — Imports, * 
Produce.* Produce. 
Hk. Taels. | Hk. Taels. || Hk. Taels. | Hk. Taels. 
Newchwang 7,732,484 | 11,469,557 || 17,056,818 | 18,742,220 
Tientsin 14,728,354 8,073,384 27,227,438 10,154,106 
Chefoo , 11,084,758 | 10,402,707 || 19,256,466 | 11,871,001 
Kiaochow f... 630,517 1,104,574 3,429,503 2,761,870 
Chung King 12,917,081 6,993,037 12,598,419 9,114,976 
Ichang one we 516,117 699,838 1,110,016 856,238 
Shasi... ese ooo 334,839 161,793 657,253 831,948 
Yochow... 78;927 7,123 203,003 23,133 
Hankow ... 19,743,376 | 32,106,961 || 25,685,954 | 29,372,642 
Kiukiang ... ae ee} 7,020,101 8,019,161 8,396,856 7,058,652 
Wuhu 5,978,642 9,714,541 5,851,240 5,516,815 
Nanking... a «| 1,439,370 1,710,284 1,799,646 2,191,597 
Chinkiang ... ov «| 12,865,324 4,097,210 || 16,637,156 5,043,541 
Shanghai ... Se ...| 88,729,112 | 50,263,756 || 41,663,387 | 62,546,012 
Soochow... ... 174,662 671,996 $83,088 | 1,472,674 
Bingpo 7,601,778 | 4,945,996 9,568,960 | 4,560,928 
Hangchow ... du 2,581,807 4,785,371 8,565,760 5,815,982 
Wenchow 800,679 303,227 705,369 366,900 
Santuao 1,360 648,911 25,542 1,216,183 
Foochow 5,644,110 | 7,021,555 6,361,914 | 5,955,363 
Amoy wal 7,220,000 | 1,920,997 7,555,255 | 2,025,179 
Swatow eas 12,714,559 12,357,834 13,935,103 12,859,361 
Wuchow ... ee 4,496,811 1,939,571 5,552,443 1,851,333 
Samshui_... 1,480,807 816,756 1,552,065 1,012,661 
Kongmoon and Kumchuk 1,619,528 183,464 2,096,001 232,916 
Canton ase aut ...| 18,627,664 | 21,058,997 || 16,514,578 | 23,636,340 
Kiungchow... 2,093,150 1,658,538 2,293,073 2,129,368 
Pakhoi 2,042,920 1,796,084 2,093,586 2,105,605 
Kowloon f ... as .| 20,768,638 | 20,857,760 || 18,956,231 | 22,919,708 
Lappat ase ..| 8,943,202 | 5,640,729 || 8,625,890 | 6,246,617 
Lungchow + 123,824 ,186 156,965 7,529 
Mengtsz+ ... oo oa 2,963,242 2,439,088 8,748,339 8,066,934 
Szemaot ... 150,195 85,268 
Total .... Hk. Taels.| 223,791,888 | 233,915,252 || 280,472,693 | 263,101,600 


* Inclusive of exports to other Chinese ports. 


+ In the case of these ports the im 
the exports ‘‘ Native goods outwards.” 


ports are styled “ Foreign goods inwards ” and 


In addition to the net foreign imports shown in the above table, 
the value of the ‘net native imports for all the Treaty ports in 1901 
was 125,454,462 H. taels, as compared with 108,036,174 H. taels 
in 1900. The values of the exports of native produce from each 
port given in the foregoing table include those sent abroad and 
those sent to other Chinese ports. In the returns under review 
these figures are not distinguished separately for each port, but the 
values of the total exports from all ports is stated to have been 


made up in 1900 and 1901 as follows :— 


|_| 
| 
| 
+ 
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Exports. 
From Chinese Treaty Ports. 1900. 1901. 
Hk. Taels. Hk. Taels. 
Value of exports, 158,996,752 169,656,757 
” » _ home trade Ai 74,918,500 93,444,843 
Total exports «. Hk. Taels| 233,915,252 263,101,600 


V.—Foreign Trade by Countries. 


The following table shows the value of the imports (not deduct- 
ing re-exports to foreign countries) into all the Treaty ports from 
and to the principal foreign countries in the years 1900 and 


1901 :— 
1900. 1901. 
From and To — Imports Imports 
(including Exports, (including Exports. 
re-exports). re-exports). 
Hk. Taels. | Hk. Taels. || Hk. Taels. | Hk. Taels. 
United Kingdom ... ---| 45,467,409 9,356,428 || 41,223,538 8,561,045 
Hong-Kong* ~—_... ---| 93,846,617 | 63,961,634 || 120,329,884 | 71,435,103 
India 16,816,029 2,865,345 | 28,949,358 3,148,369 
Singapore and Straits ...| . 2,625,258 2,435,355 || 3,828,142 2,684,700 
Australia, New Zealand, &c. 517,884 861,020 574,362 173,424 
South Africa and Mauritius ~ 224,159 — 229,772 
British America ... ; 653,591 457,589 1,635,457 181,348 
British Empire. ...| 159,926,788 | 80,161,530 || 196,540,741 | 86,413,761 
Japant ove 25,752,694 16,988,053 32,567,656 16,875,725 
Europe (except Russia) ...| 10,273,405 | 24,976,619 17,046,453 | 29,268,913 
United States of America ..| 16,724,498 14,751,631 23,529,606 16,572,988 
Russian Empiref ... «| 4,373,463 | 12,374,115 3,360,179 9,280,800 
ove 2,236,289 4,710,359 1,868,086 5,239,570 
French Indo-China ove 986,445 1,302,833 | 887,459 1,455,377 
Other countries... 1,855,896 3,781,612 1,339,555 4,549,623 
Total ... soe e+] 222,129,473 | 158,996,752 277,139,735 | 169,656,757 
Corea 1,188,538 804,060 513,516 1,178,608 


* The imports from Hong-Kong come originally from, and the exports to that 
Colony are further carried on to, the United Kingdom, America, Australia, India, 
Straits Settlements, and the Coast Ports of China. 


+ Including Russian Manchuria. 


Including Formosa. 


NoTE.—The difference between the values of the total imports as given in this 
and those shown in the table on the previous page is explained by the fact 

that the figures in the above table only refer to the direct imports of foreign goods 
at each port from foreign countries, 


| 
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VI.—The Tea Export Trade. 

The report also gives particulars of the export of tea direct to 

foreign countries. The total quantity thus exported for the last 
four years is stated to have been as follows :— 


_— 1898, 1899. 1900. 1901. 
Piculs. Piculs. Piculs. Piculs. 
Black she 847,133 935,578 863,374 665,499 
Green ae 213,798 200,425 189,430 
af» 619 1,288 575 972 
Brick 498,425 474,026 316,923 293,522 
Tablet 7,117 6,105 3,027 8,570 


Total... _...Piculs| 1,538,600 | 1,630,795 | 1,384,324 | 1,157,993 i 
All kinds overland to Siberia 
and Russia from Hankow i 
via the Han River and : 
Fancheng... ... 81,282 55,761 89,138 58,031 
Piculs| 1,619,882 | 1,686,556 | 1,473,462 | 1,216,024 
Grand total { Lbs, |215,984,000 |224'874,000 |196,462,000 |162,137,000 


The following table shows the countries of destination of all 
kinds of tea exported in the last two years—1900 and 1901 :— | 


|. Exported to— 1900. | 1901. | 
British Empire— Piculs. Piculs. I 
United Kingdom as 135,139 135,218 
Hong-Kong* ... eve 119,328 100,346 

Singapore and Straits 3,495 4,245 
Australia and New Zealand .. 45,608 12,611 
South Africa and ose 10,524 12,392 
British America id eae 20,635 7,584 
Total, British Empire ... ... 350,898 282,780 

Russian Empire— 

Via Odessa, Batoum, &e. ... ‘aid 269,230 241,653 
Russian Manchuria ... ese 323,390 205,6507 
Overland from Hankow ... 89,138 58,0317 

Total, Russian Empire... 754,414 651,765 
United States of 255,156 183,578 
Europe (except Russia and ‘United Kingdom)... e's a 59,293 51,835 i 
Total Piculs| 1,473,462 | 1,216,024 

Lbs, |196,462,000 {162,137,000 


* Including tea exported to Hong-Kong from Kowloon by junk, which amounted 
to 55,056 piculs in 1900 and 49,558 piculs in 1901. 
Chiefly brick tea, 
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VII.—Shipping at Treaty Ports in 1901. 
With regard to the ehawing: at the various Treaty ports, the 


following table shows the num 


r and tonnage of the shipping 


(steamers and sailing vessels) entered and cleared at the Chinese 
Treaty ports in 1900 and 1901, distinguishing the principal 


nationalities :— 


Flag. 1900. 1901. 
No. Tons. No. Tons. 

British 22,818 23,052,459 25,012 26,151,332 
German 3,527 4,032,147 6,641 7,542,829 
Japanese 4,917 | 3,871,559 || 6,115 | 5,518,376 
French 978 664,987 1,208 733,041 
American an aes 1,311 474,479 1,241 898,063 
Swedish and Norwegian 324 328,528 339 345,649 
Russian 449 292,278 787 407,989 
All other foreign vessels 777 226,588 886 384,565 
Total foreign. vessels 35,101 | 32,943,025 || 42,229 | 41,981,844 
Chinese shipping* 26,420 7,544,496 || 14,694 6,089,654 
Chinese junkst 7,709 319,721 || 7,921 $45,170 
Total, Chinese 34,129 | 7,864,217 || 22,615 | 6,434,824 
Grand total ... 69,230 | 40,807,242 || 64,844 | 48,416,668 


. * Vessels of the foreign type owned by Chinese, and sailing under the Chinese 
ag. 

+ Exclusive of the junk shipping at Kowloon, Lappa, Mengtsz, Chung King 


The chief features of the above table, comparing the figures of 
1901 with those of 1900, are the remarkable increase of Japanese 
and German shipping. The growth in the tonnage of American 
shipping may also be noticed. 


VIII.—Share of the United Kingdom in the Trade of China. 


The following table shows the predominant share which the 
United Kingdom holds in the total volume of the trade and 
shipping at the Treaty ports of the Chinese Empire, and in the 
dues and duties paid at those ports, as compared with other 
nations in the year 1901 :— 


a 
: 
| 
i 
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Duties paid 
Share of Share of | on cargoes | Tonnage 
Tonnage |foreign and 
= employed.| coastin transit | (foreign | dues 
trade. trade. | andcoast-| paid. 
ing trade). 
Per cent. | Per cent. | Per cent. | Per cent. |Per cent. 
British soo ose 51°0 53°71 28°3 52°4 51:0 
German - |... 9°5 27 9°7 
ge ave 114 75 0°8 9°0 11°8 
All other Foreign nations 5'8 67 30°6* v9 
86°7 62°4 96°2 
Chinese... ood 13:3 23-2 37°6 21:0 3°8 
100-0 100-0 100°0 100:0 100°0 


* Chiefly American, Austrian, and some trade in transit from Tientsin not 
distinguished, but partly British. 


THE PACIFIC COMMERCIAL MUSEUM IN 
SAN FRANCISCO. 


With reference to the notice on p. 532 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 30th August, 1900, respecting a proposed commercial 
museum in San Francisco, the Board of ‘Trade have received, 
through the Foreign Office, copy of a report drawn up by H.M. 
Consul-General at San Francisco, which states that in September, 
1900, the Museum was actually established. It is a private 
undertaking, absolutely without Government assistance, and is 
formed on practically the same lines as the Philadelphia Institution. 
Its objects are: To assist the manufacturers and merchants of the 
United States to secure wider foreign markets for their products, 
and in making desirable foreign connections; to aid in the 
exploitation of foreign markets for Pacific Coast products, and to 
assist foreign merchants and manufacturers in forming desirable 
connections with business houses in the United States. 

The service réndered by the Museum to its members in the 
United States consists of :— 

Carefully compiled reports regarding the conditions surrounding 
the introduction of members’ goods into the foreign markets of the 
Pacific and the competition of foreign merchants in the same line. 

Carefully compiled lists of foreign firms dealing in the description 
of goods in which members are interested, with such general 
information in regard to foreign houses as may be procurable. 


| 
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Data relative to transportation, freight rates, and methods of 
packing required to meet conditions in each country. 

’ Early advices and details of new industries to be established in 
Pacific Ocean countries, notice of contracts open to tender, &c., 
notice of inquiries from foreign buyers as to goods dealt in by 
members. 

Suggestions based on the best evidence obtainable, as to the best 
points for the establishment of foreign agencies, with names of 
foreign houses desiring connections with American firms; infor- 
mation as to the desirability of foreign houses as customers, &c. 

Carefully prepared lists of principal manufacturers and dealers in 
any special description of goods in Pacific Qcean countries, with 
such information on conditions of foreign markets as may be 
requested and obtainable. 

Exhibits of manufactured articles sold in Pacific Ocean countries 
with data as to initial cost, freight rates to consumer, retail 
price, &c. 

Careful examinations, analyses and tests of raw products with the 
aid of the University of California, the results of which are to be 
published so as to lead to a general understanding of their 
usefulness. 

Confidential translation of business correspondence in foreign 
languages. 

Inquiries of a commercial nature are invited from foreign firms 
or manufacturers, especially in regard to market conditions, 
desirable American firms for forming connections in any business, 
resources and products of the Pacific Coast of the United States, 
&c. The Museum has no other purpose to serve in this connection 
than to establish good business relations between foreign merchants 
and the United States. 

After describing some of the sample collections in the Museum, 
and the information accompanying the same, H.M. Consul-General 
concludes his report as follows :— 

“ No British commercial traveller visiting San Francisco should 
fail to visit this Museum. Although, naturally he will not be 
granted the full privileges of a member as regards the secrets of 
the information Bureau, he will be met with every courtesy, and 
the careful study of the show cases alone will supply him with a 
capital object lesson, and many useful hints which he might fail to 
secure in the ordinary way of business.” 


q 
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AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


UNITED KINGDOM—CHANNEL ISLANDS. 


According to a General Order (No. 31 of 1902) issued by the 
tuiaatiites: it Commissioners of H.M. Customs on the 12th 
Pree > eae inst. for the guidance of Customs officers, the 
Channel Island Board of Agriculture have recently issued an 
Prohibited. Order, entitled the “ Foreign Animals (Amend- 
ment) Order of 1902,” prohibiting until further 
notice the landing of animals brought from the Channel Islands. 
This order came into force on the 22nd ult. 


BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA PROTECTORATE. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Foreign Office a copy 
Temert Death of a notice stating that, “on and after the 
oe - “ Ist of June next, the duties leviable on goods 
increased from =<. imported into the British Central Africa 
Ist June next. —« Protectorate will be raised from the present 

“ rate of 5 per cent. to 10 per cent. ad valorem.” 

“ Goods consigned to persons in the said Protectorate and actually 

“at sea, or in Chinde, on that date will be exempted from the. 

increased rate.” 


FRANCE. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through H.M. Ambassador at 
Paris and the Foreign Office, of a Circular 


: an b recently issued by the French Director-General 
ahs “ Y — of Customs for the guidance of Customs officers 
mraneeee and others, which fixes for the first time the 


exact quantities of tobacco, cigars, and cigarettes which may be 
introduced into France by passengers for their own use free of 
duty. The quantities so allowed to be introduced are 80 cigars, or 
50 cigarettes, or 1 hectogramme (34 ozs.) of tobacco. It these 
quantities are exceeded, duty is, in future, to be levied only on the 
amount exceeding the quantity allowed to be introduced free, 


ITALY. 


The following is a list of some Decisions affecting the application of 
an the Italian Customs Tariff, which have recently 
ecteinen been received at the Board of Trade :— 

Packing-case boards.—Boards of common 
wood planed and cut into lengths for packing-cases, even when 
bearing marks and inscriptions, are free of duty as “common 


| 

} 
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wood, squared, sawn into lengths,” under No. 171 (a) 2 of the 
Tariff. 

Glass jars for preserves, imported together with rings of tinplate 
which are intended to be fitted on to the necks of the jars, are 
dutiable (I) the jars under No. 274a of the Tariff, at the rate of 
8 lire 50 c. per 100 kilogs. (3s. 54d. per cwt.), and (IT) the rings, 
if not exceeding 14 mm. in thickness, under No. 221) (2), at the 
rate of 22 lire per 100 kilogs. (8. 11d. per cwt.). 

Steel umbrella sticks, wanting the handle but furnished with 
requisite fittings for opening and closing the umbrella, are dutiable 
as “common small wares,” under No. 352a of the Tariff, at the 
rate of 80 lire per 100 kilogs. (1/. 12s. 6d. per cwt.). 

Binocular cases, of silk plush, are dutiable as “ fine small wares,” 
under No. 352b of the Tariff, at the rate of 150 lire per 100 kilogs. 
(31. 1s. Od. per cwt.). 

Cardboard formed of sheets of parchment-paper glued together 
is dutiable as “ fine-cardboard of coloured paper,” under No. 1946 of 
the Tariff, at the rate of 40 lire per 100 kilogs. (16s. 3d. per cwt.). 

Compo-boards are dutiable as “‘common cardboard,” under No. 
194a of the Tariff, at the rate of 2 lire per 100 kilogs. (93d. per 
cwt.). 

Porcelain beads, perforated and strung on a thread, are dutiable 
under No. 278 of the Tariff, at the General Tariff rate of 50 lire 
per 100 kilogs. (11. 0s. 4d. per ewt.). 

Safety lamps of tron and brass are dutiable as “ ornamental 
manufactures of brass,” under No. 225h of the Tariff, at the rate of 
75 lire per 100 kilogs. (17. 10s. 6d. per cwt). 

Oleomargarine, or margarine, not fit for consumption as a sub- 
stitute for butter, is free of duty under No. 334 of the Tariff. 

Essential oil of Cajeput is dutiable as a “ volatile oil, unenume- 
rated,” under No. 9e of the Tariff, at the rate of 3 lire per kilog. 
(1s. 1d. per Ib.). 

Neutral oxalate of potassium is dutiable as a “chemical product 
unenumerated,” under No. 59 of the Tarift, at the rate of 10 lire 
per 100 kilogs. (4s. 03d. per cwt.). 

Tapioca finely crushed and contained in boxes, is dutiable as a 
“‘fecula,” under No. 293 of the Tariff, at the rate of 2 lire per 100 
kilogs. (93d. per. cwt.). 

Tissues for furniture, composed of wool mixed with cotton, the 
wool predominating, are dutiable under No. 138) of the Tariff, 
according ‘to weight, as tissues of combed wool, and not at the 
Conventional rates fixed by the Agreement with France for woollen 
furniture stuffs. 

Bobbin-heads.—Perforated cardboard disks for use as bobbin- 
heads are dutiable as “‘ unenumerated manufactures of paper and 
cardboard,” under No. 195b of the Tariff, at the rate of 70 lire per 
100 kilogs. (17. 8s. 5d. per. cwt.). 
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Iron tubes with wormed ends, and fitted with connecting pieces, 
are dutiable under No, 216 of the Tariff, at rates varying according 
to thickness. 


PORTUGAL. 


The Portuguese “ Diario do Governo ” for the 14th February - 

. : contained the text of a Decree authorising the 

superior Technical Council of the to 

: frame, and to revise every three months, a 

Tariff of minimum values for the assessment of the export duties 

on articles of domestic produce in cases where such duties are 
levied ad valorem. 

The first of the Tariffs framed in pursuance of this Decree, which 
is in force for the quarter ended the 30th June, 1902, appears in 
the ‘‘ Diario do Governo” for the 29th ult., a copy of which may 
be seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SPAIN. 
Referring to the notice which appeared on page 265 of the 
Rates of Exchan “ Board of Trade Journal” of the 8th inst., it 
for the Adj “if is to be noted that the “Gaceta de Madrid” of 
, 26th inst. contains a Royal Order declaring 
ment of ues 37:04 per cent. to be the average rate for 
payable in Gold. 
exchange (premium of exchange at Paris) for 
the first fortnight of the present month, and that the correspond- 
ing reduction in the payment of customs duties in gold during the 
second fortnight of the month is to be 27 per cent. 


LIBERIA. 


A recently issued report of the French Consular Agent at Monrovia 
on the economic situation in Liberia in 1900-1 


Pre - contains the following Tariff of import and 
Export Duties,  °XP0Tt duties in force in the Republic :— 
Articles, Rates of Duty. 
IMPORT DUTIES. Dols,* cts. 
Bacon... ove eee ove ws 0 Ol 
Ham 0 02 


* Dollar = 4s. 2d, 
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Articles. 


Rates of Duty. 


Sausages, preserved in brine ... = 


see eee eee eee eee . ” 
Sweetmeats and confectionery... 
Tea... ove ove 
Soap,common ... Lb. 

Bill-hooks, cutlasses .. Dozen 
Petroleum... ood eee ... Gallon 
Tobacco, leaf... “we Lb 

manufactured... 
Cigars . Each 
Cigarettes... ” 


Dishes, iron ve ... Dozen 

» (exceeding 12 ins.) 
Wines, champagne, common liqueurs... Gallon 
Whisky, brandy, superior liqueurs... 


Gin (over 50°), Jamaica rum, beer, stout, “ cherry " pit 

“Trade” rum ; gin (up to 50°) 

Allarticles not enumerated above, nor in the free list given below, 


The following goods are free of duty :— 
Sheet iron, galvanised, for roofing purposes, but not intended 
for sale ; agricultural implements ; musical instruments ; books 
_, Bibles) ; fishing-tackle; iron hoops for casks; empty coffee 
bags ; and parts of machinery. 


EXPORT DUTIES. 
[Export duties, except those on piassava and caoutchouc, are 
yable in “currency money ” or in gold. The duty on piassava 
is payable one half in “currency money,” and the other half in 


Coffee, cocoa, ginger, annatto ... oon _ 
Piassava ... ° ose Lb 
Palm-kernels ate oes Bushel 
Palm-oil ... ‘ Gallon 
Ivory Lb. 
Camwood... Ton 


Do 


=) 


12} per cent. 
ad valorem. 


onoooco 
oe 


~*The exportation of caoutchouc is a monopoly of the “Liberian Rubber 
Syndicate.” 
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BRAZIL. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 

Budget law despatch from H.M. Legation at Rio de Janeiro, 

for 1902 enclosing copy of the text of the Brazilian 

; Budget Law for the current year, of which the 

most important provisions (beyond those relating to the analysis of 

imported articles of food and drink, which have already been 
referred to in these pages), are as follow :— 

Article II, Section 2—The Government is authorised to impose 
a differential Tariff, higher than the ordinary Tariff in a proportion 
not exceeding 50 per cent., on one or more products of countries 
which refuse to grant most-favoured-nation treatment to imports 
of Brazilian produce. 

Section 5.—The Government is authorised to levy dues, at the 
rate of from 1 to 5 reis* per kilog. on goods discharged, according 
to their value, place of origin, or destination, on vessels using 
harbours in which entrance or anchorage improvement works have 
been carried out at the expense of the Federal Government. These 
dues shall be proportionate to the requirements of the service, and 
their product shall form a special fund for each port to be appro- 
priated exclusively for improvement works. Goods transhipped 
owing to the excess of the draft of the vessel in which they are 
conveyed over that permitted in the zone directly benefited by the 
works, shall be exempt from these dues. 

Section 8.—The Government is authorised to exempt from duties 
materials imported by States or Municipalities for purposes of 
water supply or.drainage ; also traction engines and trucks for use 
on roads; instruments for purposes of professional education, and 
technical apparatus imported by State or Federal institutes for 
professional instruction. 

Brazilian fishing vessels are exempt from all dues or taxes, as 
also are instruments, appliances, and other articles imported for 
use in the fishing or fish-preserving industries. 

Article XII.—During the financial year the stamp duty on 
alcoholic beverages shall be doubled. 

It is explained in the covering despatch that none of the above 
mentioned provisions can be regarded as of a permanent character, 
and that failing renewal they will cease to be operative on the 31st 
December next. Attention is also directed to the facts that the 
provisions of Article. II are merely permissive, and that the 
differential Tariff referred to in section 2 of that Article, and the 
tonnage dues on goods discharged referred to in section 5, are 
not in operation. So far, Italy and Uruguay alone are threatened 
with the possible application of the differential Tariff unless 
concessions desired by the Brazilian Government are complied with. 


* The present value of the Brazilian milreis may be taken as about 1s. 


+ ‘ 
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ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


The Argentine “ ays pag eee ” for the 4th ult. contains the text 

of a Decree of the President of the Republic 

ee gag approving a new valuation tariff for the assess- 

ment of Customs duties, which tariff was to 

come into force on the Ist inst. A copy of the tariff has been 

transmitted home by H.M. Minister at Buenos Aires and as soon 

as it is received it may be consulted by anyone interested at the 

Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, No. 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W. 


CHINA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a 
a telegram from H.M. Special Commissioner for 
rt Du the negotiation of a new Commercial Treaty 
— ty with China to the effect that the Chinese 
Government have decided to reduce the export 
duty on tea to a rate of or equivalent to 5 per cent. ad valorem, 
and that the Chinese Customs at Shanghai have advertised that 
the intended reduction will come into force shortly. 


on Tea. 


JAPAN. 


A despatch from H.M. Minister at Tokio has been received at the 
Board of Trade, through the Foreign Office, 
engl enclosing translation of a new Law increasing 
Po the Japanese import duty on eggs to 25 per 
cent. ad valorem. The increase is to take effect 

from the 1st October next. 


.-% 
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DOMINION OF CANADA. 


The Board of Trade have received information that the following 
Exclusion of Resolution was adopted on the 6th inst. by the 
Foreion-built Canadian House of Commons, sitting in Com- 
British Ships mittee, to the effect fom 

from the Coasting “That it is expedient to amend the law 
“ respecting the Coasting Trade of Canada, and 
oe & P “to exclude a foreign-built British ship from 

anes ‘that trade unless it has obtained a license, 

“ which the Minister of Customs may grant, upon the payment of 

“a duty of 25 per cent. ad valorem on the fair market value of the 

ship.” 

The above resolution was reported and agreed to by the 
nae Sea on the 7th inst., and a Bill was thereupon 
introduced the same day. 


GERMANY 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a memorandum by H.M. Commercial 
lenneh “a Attaché at Berlin, in which it is reported that 
— Hamb on the 7th inst. the largest sailing vessel in the 
— world was launched for the well-known firm of 
shippers, Laeisz of Hamburg, who in 1895 had built the “ Potosi,” 
of a carrying capacity of 6,150 tons, for trading to the west coast 
of South America. This new ship, about to enter their service, 
has also, like the ‘“ Potosi,” been built at Geestemiinde by the 
Teckenburg building yard. She has a carrying capacity of 8,000 
tons. 

The great number of large sailing vessels that have been con- 
structed in late years, especially for the above-mentioned firm, 
shows that the development of the German sailing fleet has 
not succumbed to the enormous progress of every kind recently 
made in the matter of the extension of the steamer mercantile 
marine. Taking advantage of the possibilities afforded by the 
advance in many technical matters of shipbuilding, a vigorous 
attempt is being made to open up new trade routes by means of 
such enormous sailing ships. 


GREECE. 
H.M. Consul at Syra reports that in view of the increased coaling 
—_— operations in that port, the Harbour Committee, 


Improvements presided over by the Prefect of the Cyclades, 


: are giving their earnest attention to the 
in tip Cyclades, utilising of the south side of the harbour 
between the old lazaretto and the arsenal, to build round the 
existing shoal at present marked by a masonry beacon to the extent 


362 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [May 22, 1902. 


Shipping and Transport. 


of 200 metres in length and 90 metres in width, forming a site upon 
which to erect large coal stores and make suitable quays to facilitate 
the coaling of ships direct from the depdts, in lieu of the slower 
method of lightering as now employed. The idea also is to secure 
a breakwater for a proposed dry dock should its construction 
ever be carried out. It is intended that arrangements be made 
for coaling, if necessary, at least six steamers at the same time, 
night or day. The depdts to be built will cover 15,200 square 
metres, with an available space of 14,000 square metres, 
affording a capacity for 170,000 tons of coal, the extent of 
the estimated annual turnover. These depdts will be offered by the 
Harbour Committee as a whole or in parts at a total minimum 
rental of 80,000 dr., which income will serve in payment of 
interest and amortisation on a loan of about 2,000,000 dr., the 
estimated cost of the enterprise. ‘The Bill for this project has 
already been presented to the Greek Chamber of Deputies, and it 
is hoped it will be shortly voted after this year’s Budget is passed. 

The British Consular Agent at Zea states that the special pilot 
of the Zea Coaling Company is always at the disposal of captains 
for entering the port of St. Nicolo free of charge, meeting ships at 
one mile distant from the entrance of the harbour. Their signal 
station near the lighthouse has proved of great service to steamers, 
in reporting arrivals, departures and passing vessels to Lloyds, at 
the same time for receiving orders and making coaling 
ry i on return journeys. (Foreign Office, Annual Scries, 

1788. 


ASIATIC TURKEY. 


The United States Consul at Beirut reports that, according to an 
imperial Iradé just issued, the Haifa-Damascus 


ee Railway concession, including the five or six 
Projected miles already constructed, will be bought back 


from the company, in whose hands it is at 
present, by the Turkish Government, for the sum of 155,000 
Turkish liras.* It is intended to make Haifa the port of arrival 
for pilgrims arriving by ship across the Mediterranean, and the 
Haifa-Damascus Railway is to be connected with the proposed 
Damascus-Mecca Railway now being built atIrbid. It is intended 
to enlarge the harbour facilities at Haifa. Already, Beirut has a 
protected harbour. 

In the Bay of Alexandretta, the Anatolian Railway Company 
(German) is planning a modern harbour in connection with the 
Bagdad Railway. According to a statement in a late issue of the 
Moniteur Oriental, the public subscription for the Damascus- 
Mecca Railway now amounts to 45,949,925 piastres, or about 
459,500 Turkish liras. 


* Turkish lira = 18s. 
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BRAZIL. 


With reference to the notice on p. 359, the Brazilian Budget Law 

for 1902 contains also the following sections 

Shipping Dues. _ relating to shipping dues in Brazilian ports :— 

. Article 7.—Every steamer or sailing vessel, 

of whatever tonnage, and with whatever cargo, putting in to any 

port of the Union for the sole purpose of receiving orders and 

proceeding to its destination, shall be subject to a fixed due of 2l. 

only, and may remain ten days under the superintendence of the 

Custom-house, with due regard to the sanitary and police regulations 
of the port, and may take in provisions, water and fuel. 

§ 1.—In the above due shall be included the Customs and any 
other dues to which these vessels may be subject. 

§ 2.—The period of ten days may be prolonged for another five 
days by the Inspector of Customs, but not longer, saving in the 
case of force majeure, which must be proved ; at the end of the five 
days the vessel shall be subject to the same treatment as those 
putting in definitively and for pratique. 


CHINA. 
In the report on the Trade of China for 1901, just issued, the 
Railway Statistical Secretary of the Chinese Imperial 


Ccsstuaaiien: Maritime Customs refers to the present con- 
* dition of railways in China, as follows :— 

The Shantung Railway had 160 kiloms. completed at the 
end of the year, and trains were running between Tsingtao and 
Tso-shan. This next spring it is expected to reach the Ma-ssii 
coal mines, and should be completed as far as Chi-nan-fu, the 
capital of the province, in three years. 

The Imperial Railways of North China between Peking and 
Tientsin and Newchwang, with extensions to Chinwangtao, and 
from Féng-t‘ai to the Lu-Han Railway, and extensions to T‘ung- 
chou and Hsin-min-t‘un, have 901 kiloms. completed. 

The short line between Shanghai and Woosung, 18 kiloms., 
is said to be paying its way now, but nothing has been done by 
way of commencing the projected railway from Shanghai to 
Soochow, Ningpo, &c., and it is understood that there is some 
difficulty in raising the necessary capital, owing to the terms of 
the concession not being considered satisfactory by investors. 

The great trunk line from Peking to Hankow makes steady 
progress, and the influence on trade should be felt immediately. 
During the year the section between Lu-kou-ch-‘iao and Pac- 
ting-fu, destroyed by Boxers, was rebuilt, and the line has been 
carried down to Chéng-ting-fu, distant from Peking 262 kiloms. 
In 1902 it is hoped to complete the line as far south as Shun- 
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té-fu, a further distance of 125 kiloms. In the south, at the 
end of the year 175 kiloms. northwards from Hankow were 
completed. By the end of the year it is hoped that the track 
will be laid for another 100 kiloms. north of Hsin-yang. It is 
intended to commence work shortly on the line from Wuchang to 
Canton. 

Experience has already shown that railways in China are 
ay availed of and that business increases wherever they are 


MINERALS, METALS, AND MACHINERY. 


AUSTRALIA. 


The Board of Trade have received from the office of the Agent- 
G ti General for Western Australia a communication 
of Eroduction stating that the crushing returns for the 
“ep month of April, 1902, for ail gold mining 
Australia in 
April. companies in the State are as follows, the 
figures for April, 1901, being added for the 
sake of comparison :— 


— April, 1902. April, 1901. 
Ore treated... ae 142,906 tons 132,277 tons 
Yield of gold ... 159,225 ozs. 143,809 ozs. 
Average yield per ton... ven ...| loz. 2dwts.6 grs. | 1 oz. 1 dwt. 18 grs. 


FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 


According to the “Straits Budget” (Singapore) of the 17th ult., 
rts of Tin 119,186 piculs of tin and tin-ore were 
exported from Federated Malaya in January 
1902, ast, against 128,809 piculs in January, 1901. 
anuary, iv“: The duty collected was 1,020,393 dols.—a 
falling-off amounting to 125,948 dols. compared with January, 
1901. 
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RUSSIA. 


H.M. Consul at Batoum reports that whereas in 1885 the 
deposits in the district of Tchiaturi yielded 
———. ys 56,450 tons of manganese ore, in the past 
re. ana; Year the production was over 800,000 tons. 
Sean teenn The exports from Batoum and Poti during the 
P ‘past year were 16,000 and 263,963 tons 
respectively, showing a considerable decrease as compared with 
the figures for the year 1900. 

The manganese fields in the district of Tchiaturi, which it was 
estimated some years ago contained over 650,000,000 pouds 
(nearly 10,500,000 tons) of ore, and were said to cover an area of 
over 100 square versts (44 square miles), according to more recent 
information, do not appear to be as extensive as was originally 
supposed. 

The Acting British Vice-Consul at Poti reports that in conse- 
quence of the depressed condition of affairs in the Continental and 
American manganese markets, the manganese trade of the Caucasus 
suffered much during the past year. Prices were low and reacted 
injuriously on the exports, which compare very unfavourably with 
those of the preceding year. 

With the object of improving the present unsatisfactory state of 
the trade, the manganese ore producers and merchants called a 
meeting together, and this was recently held at Kutais. Amongst 
other important decisions taken at the meeting, it was decided 
to appeal to the Ministry of Ways and Means and to ask for a 
reduction in the rate of transport now charged by the railway for 
the conveyance of ore on the branch line between the stations of 
Tchiaturi and Sharopan. The present rate charged comes to about 
9s. 3d. per ton. This request was, however, refused by the 
Government. The refusal was probably based on the ground that 
a reduction of ? copeck per poud (,3,d. per 36 lbs.) was only recently 
made in the town and Crown dues on exports at the port of Poti. 
This measure in itself would considerably diminish the cost of 
manganese at the port of Poti, seeing that it makes a difference of 
nearly 1s. per ton in the f.o.b. price. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,782.) 


GERMANY. 


The following particulars relating to a new coal company said to 
havebeen formed at Hamburg have been received 
at the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General 
at that port :— 

Two years ago several Hamburg and Bremen 
shipowners, with a view to emancipating them- 


New 
Company for 
Coaling Steamcr3 
abroad. 


selves from the necessity of having to take their coal supplies 
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at foreign stations from non-German contractors, jointly 
established a coaling depét for supplying their steamers at 
Algiers. This arrangement was found to work successfully, 
and the same shipowners, after being joined by several 
others, formed themselves a few months ago into a limited 
liability company ; and, whilst retaining the depdt already existing 
at Algiers, have recently established a second coaling depét at 
Port Said; and it is considered probable that, in course of time, 
turther depéts will be established along the route to the Far Hast, 
and perhaps later also in other directions. ‘The steamship com- 
panies at Hamburg and at Bremen, which belong to this newly- 
formed German coaling depot company, are at Hamburg: the 
“ Levant Line,” the “German Australian Line,” the “ East Africa 
Line,” the “‘German Steamship Line to India,” the ‘“ Hamburg- 
American Line,” the “ De Freitas Line,” and the “ Sloman Line”’; 
and at Bremen: the “ North German Lloyd ” and the “ Hansa Line.” 
The German Admiralty has no part or share in this coaling 
company; but it has made a contract by which the latter binds 
itself under certain conditions to supply coal to German war 
vessels, 

The coal to be stored in the company’s depdts will be Welsh 
coal; German coal, as is probably well known, not being suited 
for use by fast steamers after it has been subjected to repeated 
loading and unloading. 


SPAIN. 


H.M. Consul at Cadiz reports that the quantity of coal imported 
‘Coal Trade into Cadiz in 1901 amounted to 65,480 tons, or 
of Cadiz. 4,222 tons less than in 1900. From the ports 

in the north of Spain, Gijon and Avilés, 

22,031 tons were imported, showing an increase on the preceding 
year of 1,297 tons, whereas from Cardiff and Newcastle the amount 
of coal imported was only 43,449 or 5,519 tons less than in 1900. 
The Spanish Transatlantica Company continue to be the largest 
importers of coal in the district of Cadiz; during 1901 this com- 


pany imported 7,022 tons from Cardiff, 158 tons from Newcastle, 
and the whole amount of coal that was imported into Cadiz from 
Spanish mines, viz., 22,031 tons. The rest of the Cardiff and 
Newcastle coal was consigned to different firms, chiefly to the two 
gas-electric companies established in this city. 

Coal freights from Newcastle, which, at the beginning of the year 
were 8s. 3d., fell, after some fluctuations, to 5s. 3d., whilst freights 
from Cardiff averaged during the year about 7s. per ton. (Woreign 


Office, Annual Serves, 2,780.) 
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GREECE. 


H.M. Consul for the Cyclades states that Syra shows signs of 
growing importance as a large coaling station 

Coal Industry. in the Levant, and adds that perhaps it would 

be as well to report that, in virtue of the Law 
promulgated in 1892, steamers calling for coals only are exempted 
from all port or light dues. The expenses attached to a steamer’ 
calling at Syra for bunkers do not exceed 2/., including pilotage 
and sanitary dues of 2 lepta per ton register. The large total of 
>|» 102,965 tons of Welsh coal was imported in 1901, nearly all of 
which was disposed of during the year. In one month when the 
supply was almost exhausted, 3,479 tons of Welsh coal was brought 
over from the Pirzeus to keep pace with the demand. 

A further attempt was made to introduce Turkish coal during 
the labour strikes in Wales, of which 1,603 tons were imported, 
but again without success, owing to its inferior quality. 

A serious attempt was also made by some interested firms in 
America to introduce American coal at Syra when the prices of 
Cardiff coa! were running high in the summer, but fortunately the 
project has been abandoned for the present now that the ruling 
prices for British coal are again normal. 

The British Consular Agent at Zea reports that the quantity of 
coals supplied by the Zea Coaling Company during the year 1901 
amounted to 20,219 tons against 9,055 tons in 1900. (Poreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,788.) 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


H.M. Consul-General at New York reports that the amount of 
bituminous coal mined in the United States 
Coal Mansy — during 1901 is estimated at 235,000,000 tons: 

J of 2,000 lbs., as compared with 212,514,000 tons 

of 2,000 lbs. in 1900. In the year 1899 the price of bituminous coal 
began to rise for the first time during 12 years; a further advance 
was made in 1900, when the average price reached 4s. 4d. per ton 
of 2,000 lbs., and throughout 1901 prices ruled higher, labour was 


better paid, and the trade as a whole was in a most satisfactory 
condition. The attempt to build up a large export trade was 
interfered with by the very large demand for home consumption, 
and this could not always be fully met, as the railways had not 
sufficient rolling-stock to meet the requirements. One of the most 
remarkable features in the mining of bituminous coal in the United 
States is the progress made in the development of undercuttin 

machines. In 1898 the amount mined by machines was 32,418,144 
tons of 2,000 lbs.; in 1899 it rose to 43,964,000 tons of 2,000 lbs. ; 
and in 1900 (notwithstanding a decrease in Illinois, where the 
labour unions opposed the use of these machines) to 52,790,509 


568 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [May 22, 1902. 


Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 


tons. The number of machines in use was 3,907 in 1900, as 
compared with 3,125 in 1899, and 2,622 in 1898. 

The total production of anthracite coal in 1901 is estimated at 
61,000,000 tons of 2,240 lbs., as compared with about 53,000,000 tons 
in 1900. This appears to be the largest figure ever reached, and at 
the same time prices were well maintained, chiefly in consequence 
of the greater concentration of control among the different carry- 
ing and mining companies, but also to a certain extent due to a 
greater demand consequent on the depletion of stocks attendant 
on the strike of the miners in 1900, and to cold weather and high 
winds in February, March, and April. The first exports of any 
importance from the United States to Europe were made in October, 
when an unusually low ocean freight could be obtained, and a 
certain number of orders were placed for amounts of from 8,000 to 
10,000 tons, but offers of contracts for larger amounts are said to 
have been refused in consequence of the strength of the home 
market. Prices in New York Harbour averaged about 2s. higher 
than in 1900. 

The import of bituminous coal, chiefly from British North 
America, amounted to about 1,920,000 tons, much the same as in 
1900 ; that of anthracite coal is insignificant. The export of both 
kinds during the year is returned at a total of 7,583,393 tons as 
compared with 7,917,519 tons in 1900, and 5,752,150 tons in 1899. 
The export of anthracite coal, 1,993,307 tons, shows an increase 
of about 340,000 tons over 1900; that of bituminous coal, 
5,390,086 tons, a diminution of over 800,000 tons. Of the total 
export, 5,081,000 tons went to British North America as compared 
Pool gama tons in 1900. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,781. 


ARGENTINA. 


H.M. Consul at Buenos Ayres, in a recent report, says that a large 

_ sum of money has been laid out in pipes, 

Salt Mining pumping and other machinery, to Poll al 

Industry. 

utilise the salt from the marshes near San Blas, 

in the southern portion of the province of Buenos Ayres. There 

is a large demand for salt, not only for personal use but for the 

dried meat establishments. This enterprise, if circumstances are 

favourable, is expected to be profitable. There is a good demand, 
too, for salt products, such as soda ash and caustic soda, &c. 

The following details have been supplied by the representative 
of the syndicate which is working the salt industry near San 
Bias :— 

The source from which the salt is obtained is a huge lake, the 
water of which contains 25 to 30 per cent. of salt. Borings have 
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been made under and around this lake and have shown that there 
exists an enormous bed of rock salt. Through this several springs 
force their way, the water carrying up the salt with it. The water 
is run off into a large tank, where it is allowed to settle before 
being lifted and forced through cast-iron pipes to the coast, 
26 miles off. During the latter part of the route the brine runs 
by gravity. It takes ten days to flow from the lake to the coast, 
where it is deposited in another tank whence it runs into the 
evaporating pans. The syndicate has a capital of 120,000/., and at 
present can turn out 25,000 tons per annum, but the output could 
be increased to 100,000 tons. The Bay of San Blas is some 
800 miles south of Buenos Ayres. It has a deep channel leading 
to it and a sheltered anchorage. A pier is being erected by the 
syndicate to facilitate the loading of their wares. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,767.) 


JAPAN. 


In a report on Japan recently issued by the Foreign Office, it is 
stated that in 1901 six American locomotives 


Co see, ith Were ordered for the Hokkaido Government 
Wit) Railways, and others for the Main Island and 
31 Kiushiu. The Government Railway Burean 


Locomotives. for the Main Island had specified for British 
locomotives only for some years past, but the last tenders, opened 
about the end of 1901, included one Américan maker, the 
Schenectady Locomotive Works, and four British makers. The 
order went to the United States, the cheapest British price for all 
30 locomotives being 86,7951.; the amount for which the contract 
went is 77,4421. 

This is the first time that the Government have placed British 
and American makers in competition on the same specification. 
The makers were given a free hand as regards design, and, with 
the exception of the tyres, they were not bound to any particular 
manufacturers forthe material. 

The specification was just such a one as British makers had 
been asking for, yet they were beaten in the contest. No doubt, | 
however, they could have supplied a better finished and higher 
class machine than will be furnished. 

One reason assigned for the preference thus given to American 
locomotives is the presence in Japan during the past year of a 
representative of American locomotive builders, including the 
Schenectady Works, and no doubt his labours were instrumental 
in carrying off the work to the United States. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,789.) 


| 
. 


370 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [May 22, 1902. 


AGRICULTURE, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
; from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 17th inst., were as 
follow :— 

Wheat ... ove ove Sls. Id. 

Barley ... ove 258, 3d. 

Oats... ose sas 228. 5d. 

For further particulars see p. 377. 


RUSSIA. 


The British Vice-Consul at Novorossisk reports that within the 
Sunflower Seed Pt three or four years the cultivation of the 
Crushing sunflower plant for the manufacture of oil-cake 
Indust has been extensively adopted by the peasantry 
ry: and farmers of the district. The industry, 
which is stated to be very remunerative, is rapidly increasing 
in proportions, and promises to still further develop before very 
long. It is claimed that the sale of the oil-cake produced, in itself 
‘more than covers all the working expenditure of the mills. The 
stalks of the sunflower plant are used as fuel for driving the 
machinery, and the ash that remains gives from 25 to 30. per cent. 
of potash. Briefly speaking, it would appear that the sunflower 
seed when properly crushed gives 23 per cent. oil, 40 per cent. 
oil-cake, and 37 per cent. stalk. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,782.) 


ASIATIC RUSSIA. 


The “ Journal de St. Pétersbourg” of the 9th inst. states that the 

ithe de output of cotton in the plantations of the 

Siecteniee. Askabad district in 1901 amounted to 58,851 

P pouds, or 5,950 pouds less than that of the 

previous year. The decrease is said to be due to the prolonged 
drought in Transcaspia last summer. 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 15th inst. was 
Cotton Statistics. 50,450 and the number imported during the 
20 weeks ended the 15th inst. was 2,004,121. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 15th 
inst., 6,969 bales, and for the 20 weeks, 162,110. 
For further details see p. 377. 


On the whole employment in April shows no material change, as 

compared either with March or a year ago. 

ae = Compared with March some of the seasonal 

arket trades sh t, but engineeri 

in April." rades show an improvement, but engineering 

and shipbuilding have declined, and there has 

been much short time in the cotton spinning trade. As compared 

with a year ago there has been an improvement in the iron and 
steel trades, but a decline in engineering. 

In the 224 Trade Unions, with an aggregate membership of 
550,958, making returns, 21,349 (or 39 per cent.) were reported 
as unemployed at the end of April, as compared with 3°7 per cent. 
in March, and 3°8 per cent. in the 216 unions, with a mem- 
bership of 547,197, from which returns were received for April, 
1901. The mean percentage of unemployed returned at the end 
of April, during the ten years 1892-1901, was 4:2. 

The above statement is based on 2,353 returns, viz., 1,208 from 
employers, 572 from Trade Unions, and 573 from other sources. 


STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 


With reference to the tables on p. 125 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 16th January last, showing the 


Q: —— value of the trade of the Straits Settlements 
sa conn during the second and third quarters of 1901, 


‘the following tables, based on the official return 
of imports and exports recently issued at Singapore, show the 
value of the imports into, and exports from, the Straits Settlements 
during the fourth quarter of 1901, and the 12 months ended 
31st December, 1901, as compared with the corresponding periods 
of 1900. 


* For principal contents of “ Labour Gazet’e”’ sce p. 378. 
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Imports (exclusive of Bullion and Specie). 


Fourth Quarter. Ist 


1900. 1901. 1900. 1901. 


Live animals, food and drink £ £ £ £ 
and narcotics .. .. 2,958,017 | 2,722,715 |11,126,685 |11,164,838 
Raw materials— 


62,753 67,587 268,782 | 218,058 

Metal ... eee | 1,311,870 | 1,435,905 || 5,404,494 | 5,597,014 

Other .-- | 1,407,518 | 1,439,553 || 5,724,987 | 5,176,535 
Manufactured articles— 

Textile ... wee | 1,141,141 | 1,015,061 || 4,130,121 | 3,882,656 


Metal ... wee 260,557 | 289,281 || 1,016,990 | 892,130 
Other .. 454,217 | 446,521 || 1,705,249 | 1,683,893 


Total ... ove £ | 7,596,073 | 7,366,623 |/29,377,308 28,615,119 


Exports (exclusive of Bullion and Specie). 


Other ... ove | 249,919 228,816 


Year ended 
Fourth Quarter. | 31st December. 
7 
1900. | 1901. | 1900. 1901. 
| 
Live animals, food and drink £ 
and narcotics ...... 2,898,447 | 2,615,072 |10,245,406 (10,475,904 
Raw materials— | | 
| 1,632,405 | 1418/3811 || 6,201,021 | 5,945,744 
1,280,465 1,362,840 | 5,169,880 4,964,434 
Manufactured articles— 
Textile .. “ ... | 587,200 | 568,345 | 2,211,873 | 2,267,447 
Metal ... | 101,628 86,174 | 376,713 371,965 


985,303 | 914,509 


25,399,511 (25,091,981 


Total ... ... 6,799,922 | 6,336,978 
| 


{NotrE.—The original values have been converted into sterling at the average 
(demand) rates for the respective quarters, but any comparison in sterling is not 
strictly applicable to goods which have their origin in silver currency countries. ] 


LAGOS. 


The “ Lagos Standard,” in its issue of 16th April last, publishes 
rules for the issue of licenses to bear arms of 
precision in Lagos. These rules state that each 
applicant for a license shall, upon making his 
application, deposit with the Colonial Treasurer 
the sum of 5/. in respect of every firearm for which he desires a 
license. 


Licenses to bear 
Arms of 
Precision. 


| 
| 
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Every license shali be produced together with the firearm to 
which it refers, on demand of any Officer of Customs or any member 
of the Civil Police Force. 

The full text of these rules may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, 8.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 


TRANSVAAL. 


The “ Transvaal Government Gazette Extraordinary ” of the 15th 
ult. contains Government Notices declaring 
that the following Courts were to be opened on 
the 20th inst. for the transaction of public 


Opening of Public 
Courts. 


business, viz. :— 
Office of the Registrar of Deeds, Pretoria. 
Office of Commissioner of Mines, Johannesburg. 
Office of the Surveyor-General, Pretoria. 
Patents Office. 
Office of the Registrar of Companies and Trade Marks. 


RUSSIA. 


According to the “ Journal de St. Pétersbourg” of the 9th inst., 
a syndicate of Japanese merchants are about to 
establish, in the principal commercial centres 
of the Russian Empire, agencies for the sale of 


Japanese Tea in 
Russia. 


Japanese tea. 


FRANCE—SENEGAL. 


The following tables, showing the value of the imports into and 
. exports from the French Colony of Senegal 
Trade in 1901. and its dependencies during the year 1901, are 
compiled from official statistics published in a 

supplement to the “ Journal Officiel du Sénégal” of 12th ult. :— 
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Miscellaneous. 
Imports. 
Value. 
£ 

Fruits and seeds ove = 144,000 
Metals and minerals ... = son 88,000 
Other articles of merchandise 350,000 
Total merchandise _... 2,168,000 
Grand total { 1900... 1,872,000 


Exports. 
1900. 1901. 
£ £ 

Total... £ 1,317,000 1,536,000 


The values of the imports of cotton piece-goods into Senegal in 
1900 and 1901 were as shown in the subjoined table :— 


Imports of Cotton Piece-Goods. 


1900. 1901. 
£ £ 

Of French origin ... 188,000 319,000 
Of foreign origin— 

Imported from France 72,000 63,000 

» United Kingdo 191,000 201,000 

» Germany... sos 4,000 5,000 

»  Othercountries... 3,000 56,000 

Total imports 508,000 673,000 


) 4 
| | | 
| 
j 
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| 
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Miscellaneous. 


BRAZIL. 


The following table showing the value of the imports into Brazil 
— during the first nine months of 1901, distinguish- 
on Months of ing the principal countries of origin, is taken 
1901 from official statistics published in the 

y “ Brazilian Review ” of 15th ult. :— 


First Nine Months of 1901. 


From— 
Currency. Sterling. 


United Kingdom and British Colonies 89,482,328 4,179,701 


Argentina ..| 38,243,167 1,765,367 
United States . 86,454,542 1,720,828 
France ... «| 22,048,873 1,027,897 


285,490,792 | 13,348,677 


The value of the principal articles imported into Brazil during 
the nine months ended 30th September, 1901, was as follows :— 


First Nine Months 


of 1901. 

Value. 

Dollars. 

Articles of food and drink (chiefly wheat and wheat agate 
jerked beef and wine)... ns 123,651,690 
Cotton and cotton manufactures ... see 27,830,773 
Coal ... 20,522,096 
Machinery, instruments and ‘apparatus, ke. 15,981,471 
Iron and steel and manufactures thereof.. | 11,737,162 
Chemical products ... 6,421,927 
Wool and woollen manufactures ... 5,575,855 
VENEZUELA. 


The following statistics relating to the foreign commerce of the 


Trade of 
La Guaira 
in 1901. 


port of La Guaira in 1901 are taken from 
the “ Venezuelan Herald ” :— 
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Miscellaneous. 
Imports. 
Articles. | Quantity. 
Kilos. 


Timber ... oon ove ese 1,696,271 
Coal 


Exports 
Articles. Quantity. 
Kilos. 


JAPAN. 


The following table, showing the value of Japanese trade with 


China during each of the last six years, is taken 
Trade with China. from the “Japan Weekly Mail” of 12th 


ult. 
Year. Imports from China.| Exports to China. 
Yen, Yen. 
1900 ons soo oes 28,688,740 31,871,576 


In a recent report on the Foreign Trade of Japan issued from 
pe ee H.M. Legation at Tokio, it is stated that, for a 
Gunboats to be BUmber of gunboats for service in the Philip- 
built by pines, on account of which the United States 


Government recently asked for tenders, four 
Japanese. 

Japanese shipbuilding companies competed. 
The Uraga dockyard being the second lowest tenderer, succeeded 
in obtaining an order for five small composite gunboats. They 
are to cost about 5,600/. each. Another and larger order was 
placed with a Shanghai firm of shipbuilders, whose estimates were 
the lowest. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,789.) 


| 

| 

4 

i 

| 
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| 

| 

- 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 20 Weeks ended 15th May, 1902. 


Week ended Week ended 
——- 15th May, 15th May, 15th May, | itn May, 
1902. 1902. 1902. 1902, 
IMPORTS, Exports. 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
American... 37,083 3,318 87,312 
Brazilian... eee eee 5,500 121,296 400 5,590 
East Indian ... oes ons 465 13,091 475 6,512 
6,856 241,131 2,592 59,429 
Miscellaneous eos eee 596 21,566 184 3,267 
Total 50,450 2,004,121 6,969 162,110 
Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 17th May, 1902, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant tothe Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. 


Average Price. 


Wheat. Barley. Oats. 


1 


Week ended 17th May, 1902 =. % 8 | 2 5 

Corresponding week in— 
1895 ... one one 23 20 #1 1 9 
1896 .. 25 6 21 8 14 6 
1897 .. 28 1 19 10 17 9 
1898 .. 48 1 26 0 21 3 
1899 .. ° 25 3 23 11 17 #10 
1900 .. e ° 25 7 24 5 18 5 
27 24 2 19 4 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 


pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of April, 1902, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 9d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1900, in two Volumes, may 
be purchased at a cost of 5s. 10d. for the first, and 4s. for the 
second Volume, at any of the addresses enumerated above. 
This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives, in the first volume, Abstract Tables for the years 
1896-1900, and detailed statement of imports and exports of each 
article (from and to each country), and, in the second volume, 
details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, tranship- 
ments, and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the 
United Kingdom with each foreign country. 

Volume I. of the “ Annual Statement” for the year 1901 will 


be issued shortly. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 15th 
of each month. The following are among the more important 
articles that appeared in the number issued the 15th inst. :—State 
of the Labour Market in April: Agricultural Wages in the United 
Kingdom in 1901: Gain-Sharing: The Price of Bread: Labour 
Bureaux and Exchanges in France: Recent Conciliation and 
Arbitration Cases: Legal Cases affecting Labour, &c., &c. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 

The following is a réswmé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series 
issued since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 

No. 2,790. German Colonies, 1900-01. 
German East Africa. 


Creation of communes. Rejection of proposed railway 
Employment of natives in grants by Reichstag. 

the administration of justice. Rubber, rice, coffee, sugar 
Need of railways. and other crops. 


Volume of foreign trade. 


| | 

| 
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Government Publications. 


Cameroons. 


Frontier delimitation. Difficulties of transport. 
Labour question. Increase of foreign trade. 
Togoland, 

Improvement of means of Rubber, cocoanuts, and cattle 
communication with the breeding. 
interior. Improvement in trade. 

Narrow gauge railway from Total value of imports and 
Lome to Little Popo. exports. 

German South-West Africa. 

Railways and road con- Cattle breeding and ostrich 
struction. farms. 

Swakopmund Harbour works Falling-off in the exports of 
nearly completed. guano. 

Experiments in _ cotton 
growing. 

Saioa. 

Proclamation of German Pro- Absence of all friction with 
tectorate. British settlers. 

Scheme of Native local self- Foreign trade: increased 
government. imports. 

New Guinea and Islands in the Pacific. 

Difficulties of administration. Trade with Natives carried 

Cattle breeding and minerals on by barter. 
in New Guinea, Copra the principal article 

of export. 
Kiuochau, 

Confidence of the Chinese in Particulars of railway con- 
the German Administration. struction. 

Trade of Kiaochau dependent Harbour works at Tsing-tau. 
on Shanghai. Mining prospects at Shan- 

Increase of transit trade. tung. 


No. 2,791. Dar-al Baida and District, 1901. 
Warning as to giving credit | 48°32 per cent. of the whole in 


in Moorish ports. 1900 to 48°88 per cent in 1901. 
Improved Custom-house and Tabular trade statistics. 

shipping facilities. Trade prospects for 1902. 
British trade increased from Linseed crop. 


The number contains also Reports from the British Vice-Consuls 
at Rabat, Dar-al Baida, Mazagan, Saffi, and Mogador. 


| 


380 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [May 22, 1902. 


Government Publications. 


No. 2,792. Erzeroum, 1901. 


Increased exports of agri- Coal and copper industry. 
cultural produce. Trade tables. 

Decreased imports from 
Russia. 


The number also contains Reports from the British Vice-Consuls 
at Van, Bitlis and Diarbekir. 


No. 2,793. Rosario and District, 1901. 


Table showing the value of Table showing the value of 
imports in 1901. exports in 1901. 

Merchandise in demand. Custom-house receipts. 

Opening for fire brigade Shipping and freights. 
equipment. Numerous groundings of 

Advice to foreign merchants. British vessels in the Parana. 


Crop prospects for 1901-02. 


The number contains also a Report from the British Vice-Consul 
at Parana, Province of Entre Rios. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Tea and Coffee, 1900. Statement showing the Imports of Tea 
and Coffee into the Principal Countries of Europe, the United States, 
and certain British Colonies. 363. Price 6d. 


This return, which is issued in continuation of Parliamentary 
Paper No. 351 of Session 1900, contains statistics of the imports 
and consumption of tea and coffee in the principal European 
countries, British Colonies, &c., as well as figures showing the pro- 
duction and exports in the principal producing countries. A 
memorandum=comparing the consumption of tea and coffee in 
various countries is prefixed to the tables, and an appendix con- 
tains a statement of the rates of import duty leviable on these 
articles in Europe and the United States. 


| 
| 
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Government Publications. 


LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tue following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
1st January, 1902, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 


No. Place. Price} No. Place, Price 

EUROPE— | Netherlands. 
Austria-Hungary : 2761 | Amsterdam ...  ...1901| 1d. 
2762 | Trieste ... «-1901| 14d. 
Portugal and 
Denmark : 2746 | Portugal -1900) 14d. 
2739 | Denmark(Supplement) 1900} 1d. 
Russia: 
France and Colonies: 2782 | Batoum... 2d. 

2768 | Calais ... .--1901| 23d.|| 2743 | Odessa (Supplement)...1900 ld. 

2784 | Corsica . soo | Id. |] 2760 »  (Agriculture)...1901) 13d. 

2737 | France .., .--1900| 3d. 

2754 | Havre ... 1901) 3d, Servia: 

2765 | Nantes ... am ses yy | 1d. || 2757 | Servia 1900, 1901) 1d. 

2786 | Nice... 

2780 | Cadiz ... 2d. 

2783 | Bavaria... 901) 13d.|| 2771 | Corunna .., » | 

2769 | Chemnitz 4d. 

2758 | German Colonial Estimates Sweden: 
for 1902... 14d.|| 2778 | Stockholm 1901) 23d. 

2790 | German Colonies . "3900-01 2d. 

2748 | Estimates of German En- Turkey: 
pire for 1902. 1d. | 2785 | Aleppo and Adana _...1901) 2d. 

2774 | Pomerania... ...1901 34d | 2792 Erzeroum | 

2751 | Prussian for 2766 | Trebizond oo 
1902-03 1d. 

2745 | Samoa ... ..1901 4d. AFRICA— 

572 | Higher, ‘Middle and Lower 2791 | Dar-al Baida (Morocco) 1901) 2d. 
Schools of Wiirtemberg ...| 3d. || 2742 | Somali Coast Protectorate, 

573 | Supplementary report on 1900-01) 2d. 
Chemical Instruction and 2787 | Tangier (Morocco) ...1901| 2d 
Chemical in 
Germany 1d. AMERICA, NORTH— 

574 | Prussian Railways 3d, United States of America: 

575 | German Iron trade in 1900 | 2755 | Baltimore ... ee» 1901) o4d, 
and 1901 ... 3d. || 2759 | Charleston ... | D4. 

' 2763 | Chicago ae wea » | 84d. 
| 2752 | New Orleans » |. 2a. 

2788 | Cyclades .1901! 1d. || 2781 | New York ... os f ae 

| 1d. 2749 | Portland (Maine) .. » | 2a. 

2775 | Pirzeus ... coe 9, | 2770 | Texas... » | 23d, 

2764 | Thessaly 4 

AMERICA, CENTRAL— 
Italy: 2776 | Costa Rica... --1901) 1d 

2773 | Lombardy... ...1901 1d. || 2756 | Honduras 1899-1900 and: 


|| | 
| 
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Government Publications. 


| | 
No Place. ro No. | Place. |Price 
AMERICA, SOUTH— | | Venezuela : 
Argentine 2772 | Ciudad Bolivar 1901) 3d. 
2767 | Buenos Ayres .. 1901) 2d. | 
2793 | Rosario... | 
| ASIA— 
Brazil : | i China: 
2740 | Sergipe... ---1900 1d. || 2777 | Amoy ... 1901; 1d, 
| 2738 | Foochow me 1900) 1d 
: | 2779 | Samshui wee oe 901] 1d 
2753 |Coquimbo ia... +1900 1d, | 2741 | Ssumao and Mengtse...1900 ld 
Colombia: Republic of 
2747 | Colombia Japan: 
Panama)... +1901 2789 | Japan... 1901) 2d. 
Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since the lst January, 
1902, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :—= 


No. Price. 
1 Agreement additional to the Postal Convention between the 
United Kingdom and France of 30th August, 1890 see 4d, 
2 General Index to the Treaty Series, 1897-1901 ° 3d. 
3 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Japan relative 
to China and Corea... 3d. 
4 Treaty between the United Kingdom and Brazil relative to 
the boundary between Brazil and British Guiana .. one 1d. 
5 Convention between the United Kingdom and Persia extend- 
ing the system of telegraphic communication between 
Europe and India through Persia ld. 
6 Treaty between the United Kingdom and the United States 
relative to the establishment of a communication by Ship | 
Canal between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans... | 4d. 
7 Treaty between the United Kingdom and Belgium for the 
mutual surrender of fugitive criminals pes 13d. 
Agreement between the United Kingdom and Germany 
relative to the boundary of the British and German 
spheres of interest between Lakes Nyasa and Tanganyika... 63d. 
9 Agreement relative to the exchange of Money Orders between 
the United Kingdom and Belgium ... 4d. 
10 Agreement between the United Kingdom and France Tespect- 
ing commercial relations between France and Zanzibar ... 4d. 
11 Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 
States extending the period for accession of British Colonies 
and Possessions to the Convention of 2nd March, 1899, 
relative to the Disposal of Real and Personal Property 3d. 
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COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 


1st January, 1902, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 


East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 

No. Place. Price. 
346 Northern Nigeria | Le. 104, 
348 Lagos 2d. 
349 British Guiana 2d. 
350 St. Vincent 2d. 
351 Jamaica 34d. 
352 Cocos Islands .. 13d, 
Cyprus 3d. 
353 Southern Nigeria 


| 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board 
of Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increas- 
ing demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, 

so far as it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish 
this new branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recom- 
mendations contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee com- 
‘posed not only of representatives of the various Government Departments 
concerned, but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, 4 
which was appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was re- ‘J 
quested to consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and 
of disseminating among those interested prompt and accurate information 
upon commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, : 
and the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 4 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 3 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become 
a centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, 
it is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may 
be addréssed to it, whether written or verbal. — ty 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, S.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
(under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who 
recently acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into 
the condition and prospects of British trade in certain South American 
countries. The “Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application 
being made to it, to supply information with regard to the following sub- 
jects, viz.:—Commercial Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and 
Colonial Tariffs; Excise and ‘‘ Consumption” duties ; Port, Harbour, and 
Tonnage dues, and other charges on Shipping; Customs Regulations ; 
Consular Fees; Forms of Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning 
Commercial Travellers; Trading Licenses; Foreign and Colonial Con- 
tracts open to Tender ;. Foreign and Colonial Bounties; Lists of Firms 
abroad engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, §c., Sc. 
An inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general in- 
formation is conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close 
of 1899, was issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly 
at the price of ld. 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 
London, E.C., price 23d. 
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